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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION FER 22 2002

—

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

The California Department of Parks and Recreation is the Lead Agency under the
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act and is considering the
preparation of a program level (first-tier) environmental document for the project
identified below.

PROJECT TITLE: 2

PROJECT LOCATION: San Diego County, Imperial County, Riverside County

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, the largest unit in the California State Park
system, is over 640,000 acres of land that spans across the eastem portion of
San Diego County, stretching east into Imperial County and north into Riverside
County. The park is approximately a two-hour drive from San Diego, Riverside
and Palm Springs. The park is near the communities of Borrego Springs, Ocotillo,
Canebrake, and Julian. The Mid-Western edge of Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park borders with Cuyamaca Rancho State Park and Cleveland National Forest.
The majority of the park is classified as a stale Wildemess area.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: To meet requiremants set forth in Section 5002.2 of
the Public Resources Code and section 4332 of the title 14 of the California
Administration Code, The California Department of Parks and Recreation is
preparing a General Plan for the park. This plan will delineate a number of
resource management zones and a set of goals and guidelines will be developed
for each zone, which will guide park management, specific project management,
and implementation. These goals and guidelines will address recreational,
operational, interpretive, and resource management opportunities and constraints
consistent with the classifications of State Park and State Wilderness, as set forth
in section 5019.53 and 5019.68 of the Public Resources Code and with
Department Resource Management Directives. The General Plan will not actually
locate or design facilities, but instead will provide goals and guldelines for the
appropriate types, locations, and designs of facilities that may be proposed in the
future, The General Plan will establish the primary interpretive themes for
interpretive programs and activities.

Current facilities within the park include the visitor center, which is located near
the park headquarters at 200 Palm Canyon Drive Borrego Springs, CA. The park
contains four developed campgrounds: Borrego Palm Canyon, Vem Whitaker
Horse Camp, Tamarisk Grove and Bow Willow Campground. Primitive
campgrounds provide a more rugged experience and offer less facilities (Culp
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Valley, Sheep Canyon, Arroyo Salado, Yaqui Pass, Yaqui Well, Fish Creek, Blair
Valley, Mountain Palm Springs). Over 500 miles of dirt roads and extensive trails
are available for recreational activities.

POSSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: The project has potential
effects on geclogic features, erosion, water quality, transportation, biological
resources, fire and geclogic hazards, aesthetics, cultural resources, the natural
environment and recreation. By establishing management zones, goals and
guidelines, the General Plan will endeavor to identify broad level avoidance,
mitigation measures, and policies to reduce potential impacts of future projects
and activities to a level below significance. However, additional environmental
review will be conducted as these projects and any corresponding mitigation
measures are proposad.

PUBLIC MEETINGS: The California Department of Parks and Recreation has
an active public involvement program for the development of this plan through
ongoing workshops. The first three workshops focused on General Plan issues
and were held in Borrego Springs on April 27, 2000, San Diego on June 20, 2000,
and Manhattan Beach on June 22, 2000, Three altemnative management plans

PLAN DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: Once written and
prepared, the Draft General Plan, including an environmental analysis section, will
be made available for public review and comment in accordance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Draft General Plan will then be
refined, and responses to public comments prepared. The plan will then be
prasented along with public comments, and responses to comments, to the
California State Parks and Recreation Commission for approval at the public
hearing.

Site specific management plans or facility development plans will be subsequently
prepared in conformance with the approved General Plan and CEQA, as funding
becomes available. The Department intends to develop a roads and trails
management plan for the park. Specific management plans will go through a
separate environmental and public review process in accordance with CEQA.

We need to know the views of your agency or organization as to the scope and
content of the environmental information that is garmane to your agency's or
organization's statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project.
Your response must be sent to the address below not later than thirty (30) days
after the receipt of this notice. We would appreciate the name of a contact person
in your agency.
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION CONTACT PERSON

Michelle Fredrickson, Assistant Envirenmental Coordinator or
Tina Robinson, Associate Park and Recreation Specialist
California Department of Parks and Recreation

Southern Service Center

8885 Rio San Diego Drive, Suita 270

San Diego, CA 92108

(618) 220-5300

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK
SAN DIEGO COUNTY ON FER 2 2 2002
POSTED___FEB 22 2002 REMOVED MAR 2 5 2000

RETURNED TO AGENCY ON __MAR 2 5 20

DEPUTY_‘%-
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Anza-Borrego Deset State Park,
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA _;".. }

(GOVERNOR'S OFFICE of PLANNING anp RESEARCH ‘-% :
State Clearinghouse Steven A, Nissen

HREECTOR

Motice of Preparution
February 11, 2002

Taoe Reviening Agencies

Re: Anza-Borrepo Desert Stale Park
SCHE 200002 100

Anached for your review and comment is the Notloe of Preparation (NOP) far the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park
drafi Enviromimenial lmpact Report (EIR).

Responsible apencoss must transmit their comments on the Enwlﬂlmmﬂﬂllhtﬂﬂl’ Fﬂﬂwﬂlﬂﬂll'ﬂﬂ'ﬁ
infarmation relsied o their own stabmory respomsibdliny, within ¥ days af the MEKE from e Lead Agemcy.
nmhnmumgrm{l:cmﬂdndhyH'I-:Sh-b:ﬂmnglﬂ-ﬂewlﬁlﬂ!ﬂﬂdﬂh}whmﬂlﬂl”ﬂf
manner. ‘W encourage oiher agencies 1o abso respond i ihis nogice and express their concerns early in the
environmental review process.

Please direci your comenemis b

Tina Raobimson
DPepariment of Parks and Recreaiion
8855 Rio San Diego Drive

San Diego, CA 92108

with o copy 1o the Stase Clearinghouse in the Offive af Plannisg and Research. Please refer o the SCH number
noiled shove in oll comespandence concenming this project.

If you have any questions about the environmental document review process, please call the Staie Clearinghouse at
(%16) 445-0613.

Simcerely,

SN~

Progect Analyst, Sate Cleasinghosse

Aginchments
ee: Lead Apency

400 TENTH STHEET PO, BOX e SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA 938123044
Fl-50615 AL Fle-320300E  WWOWLOPRCA GOYOLEARINGESE HTHML

L
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Documant Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base

SCHE 002021080
Project Title  Arza-Bosrago Dosart Siale Park
Lead Ageacy Parks and Recreation, Departmen of
Type
Descriphion

MOPF Nodcs of Frapamson

Ta meat equirements $at foth in Section 5002 2 of the Publc Rescurces Code and Saction 4332 o
Thls 14 of the Callomia Administration Ceda, ke Galilomia Depatmaent of Padcs snd Fecrestion is
praparing a Gangral Plan for fho part. Ths plan will delineate a rumbar of resource managemant
zomas and & sal of goals and guidsines wil be developed far aach zone, which will guids park
managemant, spaciic project managemant and implementation. Thase goals and guidalines wil
ackdress recasational, cparational, mempnetive, and rescucse managoemond oppartuilies &nd
cormbraints.

Lead Agency Contact
Mama  Tinan Aobinson
Agency Dwparimand of Parks and Fscrastion
Phone  B10-220-5300 Fnx
emraly
Adigress  BSSE Rio San Diage Drive
City  San Disgo Stete CA  Xjp 82108

Project Location
County San Diegt, Riversida, Imparial
cily

Region
Cross Sirsals  County Roads 5-2, 5.3, 5-22

Pavoal Mo
Tawnahlp Range Saction Base

Proximity to:

Highways 79,78, 1-80

Alrparis

Raftways  (nbandoned) San DiegoiYuma AR
Wnlerways

Schools

Land Use  Smso ParcEaie Widamass

Project issues  Alr Duaiity; Aschasalogic-Hisoric; Goastal Zona; Drainaga/Absarpiion; Floed PlainFlooding,
Gealogic/Seiamic; Notee; PopulaticrvHousing Balarcs; Public Sarvices: Vagetatior: WeblandFipanian;
Landuse

Reviewing Poscurces Ajency; Deparment of Consorvation: Deparimend of Foeesiry and Fire Protection; Ofice of

Agencles  Histaris Presssvalion; Deparimant of Flsh end Gama, Region 5; Daparimant of Fish and Oama, Ragion
B: Malive Amarican Hesitnge Commission; Stale Lands Commission; Caltrans, Disirict 8; Callrana,
Disrigt 11; Cabfomia Highway Patrol; Calirans, Division of Transportation Planning; Deparmant of
Genaral Services; Aagianal Water Quality Caontral Boasd, Aegion 7

Dats Rscaived 020112002 Stari of Review 027012002 End of Review 0322002

Mole: Blanks in date Nalds resull from insutlicient infoemation provided by lead agency.
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Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal m&ﬁ 0208 1060

Mad lo' Sila Claasnghouse-0fice of Planning & Research, 1400 Tenth Srest, Room 222
P.0. Bices 3044, Bacramanto, Caltiomia 8581230448 « 816450510

Project Title: Anza-Borrego Dasert St Park

Lesd Agency: Calllomia Department of Parks and Recrasdlon  Contact Personc Tina Robinson
Stresl Address: BEAS Rio San Ddego Drive Phons: (B195220-8300
City: San Diego ZTip: 52108___ Counly: San Disgo
Project Location:
County: §an Disgo, Riverside, and Impedal Counties  City/Nearsst Community: Barrege Springs,
Cross Stroets: Couny Foads 5-2, 5-1, 5-22 Zip Code: Total Acros &40,000
hssessor's Farel No. Sactian: Twp. Ranga: Bagac
Within 2 Miles:  Staba Hwy WalenwayE:
Alrparis: Rsitways: Schoails;
Document Type:
CEQA: MOP Os EIR

Early Cons SCH Mo

Meg Dac Cihear

L] DralEIR
Local Acthom Typa:
Eﬁuﬂphﬁl.rpdltl [ Speciic Plan E
CGenaral Plan &mendmant Masfar Plan Prazons Fadevalapmant
Genoral Plan Elameni Flarmned Unit Devslopmant Lisa Permil Coastal Permil
Community Plan Site Plan Land Division {Subdhisian, ate.) [ Othar
Development Type:
Residential: Lini= ACTBE ‘Waler Facilties:  Typo HED
Bm Eq i Acres Empioyees _____ [ | Trarsportalione ~ Type
] Comenerciat Sg i, Acres Employess [ ] Mining: Mnaral
Qw: g Acrag Eqwlnm_HFMf' Type Walts
Educatongl Waste Treatmaort; Type
Fiecraational Hazandaus Wasta: Type

Cithar;

SchoolsUnnverstics Wter Qualsty

Septiz Sysioms Waler SupphyCGroundwater

Spwer Capaeiny Wietland/Fipsrian

Sail Ercsion/Compastion/Grading Wildlife

Salid Waste Growth Induzing

TexicHazsedous Landuse
ETrlﬂ'rn'CimHiun Cumlstive Bffects

Vegklllon Other

Prasant Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:
State Park/Stabe Wildarness

Project Description: To meet requirements set forth in Section 5002.2 of the Public Resources Code and sectioa 4332 of the
tithe 14 of the Califarnia Administratson Code, The Califormia Department of Parks and Recreation is preparing o General Plan
foe the park. This plan will delineate a number of rescurce management zones and o set of goals and guidelines will be
developed for esch zone, which will guide park management, specific praject minagement, and implementation. These goals
and guidelines will acdress recreational, operstional, mferpretive, and resource management 0ppormanities and constraists
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consistent with the classifications of State Park and State Wilderness, as set forth in section 5019.53 and 5019.68 of the Public
Resources Code and with Department Resource Management Directives. The General Plan will not actually locate or design
facilities, but instead will provide goals and guidelines for the appropriate types, locations, and designs of facilities that may
be proposed in: the future. The General Plan will establish the primary interpretive themes for interpretive programs and
activities. ‘

AUGUST 1999 FORM 0608 (2)
Reviewing Agencies Checklist KEY
§ = Document sent by lead agency
X = Document sent by SCH
v = Suggested distribution
Resources Agency
Boating & Waterways

Coastal Commission

Coastal Conservancy

Colorado River Board

____ Conservation . Environmental Protection Agency
S _Fish & Game Air Resources Board

Forestry & Fire Protection California Waste Management Board

Office of Historic Preservation SWRCB: Clean Water Grants

8 __Parks & Recrsation SWRCB: Delta Unit

Reclamation Board SWRCB: Water Quality

. __S/F. Bay Conservation & Development Cammissicn __ Regional WQCB # - { )
____ Water Resources (DWR)
Business, Transportation & Housing Youth & Adult Corrections
Aeronautics __ Corrections
_____California Highway Patrol ' __Independent Commissions & Offices
8 CALTRANS District # 11 ‘ Energy Commission
—__ Department of Transportation Pianning (headquarters) S _ Native American Heritage Commission
_____Housing & Community Development Public Utilities Commission
__ Food & Agriculture Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Health & Welfare ______State Lands Commission
_ Health Services Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
State & Consumer Services Other
__General Services
CLA {Schools)

Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date February 8, 2002 Ending Date March 9, 2002
——, . B
Signature ___LJ:.::;L-.W Date February 6, 2002

B IS Pem mmm e mm A B R EEW MmN B M B P Ea b EGW FRR PSR D M SR e G e G e W

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): Phone: (___)
Consulting firm: For SCH Use Only:
Address:
City/State/Zip: Date Received at SCH
Contact: Date Raview Starts
Phone: {___) Date to Agencies

Date to SCH
Applicant: Clearance Date
City/State/Zip: Notes:




CALIFCRHLA - ' SRAY DAVIS, G
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
South Cosst Region @
45V wmidge Avenus
San Diegn, Cadifornin 2123
{BSE) 4674200
(RSB MET-ATISFAX

March 12, 2002

Mz, Tins Eobinson

Associate Park and Recreation Specialist

California Department of Parks and Recreation

Southern Service Center

#BES Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 270
San Diego CA 92198

Comments on the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the
Anza Borrego State Park General Plan (SCH# 20020210640)

Dear Ms. Robinson :

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) appreciates this opportunity to comment
ont the above-referenced project, relative 10 impacts 1o biological resources,  The Depariment is &

Trustee Agency and a Responsible Agency pursuant fo the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), Sections 15386 and 15381 respectively. As a Trusiee Agency, the Department must be
consulted by the Lead Agency during the preparation and public review for project-specific
CEQA documents. As a Trustee Agency, the Department reviews proposed projects, comments
on their impacts, and determines whether the mitigation measures or altenatives proposed are
feasible and appropriate. Pursuant to Section 1802 of the Fish and Game Code, the Department
has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants
and hebital necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those species. Under the
California Endangered Species Act, it is the policy of the Sue to conserve, protect, restore, and
enhance any endangered species or any threatened species and its habitat (Section 2052 of the
Fish and Game Code). The Department also administers the Natural Community Conservation
Planning Program (MNCCP). We look forward 1o working with vou on the proposed development
of the General Plan, which represents a unique opportunity to protect the biological resources
within the State Park.

The proposed General Plan will delineate a number of resource management zones and a
set of goals and guidelimes will be developed for cach zone which will guide park management,
specific project management, and implementation. These goals and guidelines will address
recreational, operational, interpretive, and resource management opportunities and constraints.
The General Plan will not locate or design facilities, but will provide goals and guidelines for the
approprigte types, locations, and designs of facilities that may be proposed in the future.
Additional environmental review will be conducted as site specific management plans and future
projects and any corresponding mitigation measures are prepared / proposed. Regarding
potentiel impacts on biological resources, the Environmental Checklist and Explanation of
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Ms. Tina Robinson
March 12, 2002

Page 2

Answers states, “The General Plan calls for an ongoing study to monitor sensitive species and
their habitats as related to management zones, Should a sensitive resource be identified, facilities
will be designed and constructed to avoid or minimize the impact. Guidelines within the General
Plan protect and enhance park resources i.e., view sheds, cultural resources, wildlife and plants.”

To enable the Department to adequately review and comment on the proposed project
from the standpoint of the protection of plants, fish and wildlife, we recommend the following
information be included in the DEIR:

1. A complete discussion of the purpose and need for, and description of, the proposed project.

2. A complete list and assessment of the flora and fauna within and surrounding each resource
management zone (RMZ) delineated in the General Plan, with particular emphasis upon
identifying State or federally listed rare, threatened, endangered, or proposed candidate
species, California Species-of-Special Concemn and/or State Protected or Fully Protected
species, and anv locally unique species and sensitive habitats. Depending on the size of
each RMZ, we believe it would be useful to provide a separate analysis for cach one.
Specifically, the DEIR should include:

a. A thorough assessment of Rare Natural Communities on site and within cach RMZ,
following the Department's Guidelines for Assessing Impacts to Rare, Threatened, and
Endangered Plants and Natural Communities (Attachment 1; revised May 8, 2000).

b. A current inventory of the biological resources associated with each habitat type within
each RMZ. The Depariment’s California Natural Diversity Data Base in Sacramento
should be contacted at (916) 327-5960 to obtain current information on any previously
reported sensitive species and habitat, including Significant Natural Areas identified
under Chapter 12 of the Fish and Game Code.

¢. An inventory of rare, threatened, and endangered species within and surrounding each
RMZ. This should include animal species that pass through an RMZ, but do not
necessarily reside in it. Species to be addressed should include all those which meet the
CEQA definition (se¢ CEQA Guidelines, Section 15380).

d. Discussions regarding seasonal variations in use by sensitive species of each RMZ,
using acceptable species-specific survey procedures as determined through consultation
with the Department. Focused species-specific surveys, conducted in conformance with
established protocols at the appropriate time of year and time of day when the sensitive
species are active or otherwise identifiable, are required.

3. If any specific construction / development is contemplated during, and resulting from, the
development of the General Plan (including roads or trails pursuant to the proposed roads
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Ms. Tina Robinson
March 12, 2002

Page 3

and trails management component ) within the project area, a thorough discussion of direct,
indirect, and cumulative impacts expected to adversely affect biological resources. All
facets of the project should be included in this assessment, Specifically, the DEIR should

provide:

a.

Specific acreage and descriptions of the types of wetlands, coastal sage scrub, and other
sensitive habitats that will or may be affected by the proposed project or project
alternatives. Maps and tables should be used to summarize such information.

Discussions regarding the regional setting, pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, Section
15125(a), with special emphasis on resources that arc rare or unique to the region that
would be affected by the project. This discussion is critical to an assessment of
environmental impadts.

Detailed discussions, including both qualitative and quantitative analyses, of the
potentially affected listed and sensitive species (fish, wildlife, plants), and their habitats
on the proposed project site, area of impact, and alternative sites, including information
pertaining to their local status and distribution. The anticipated or real impacts of the
project on these species and habitats should be fully addressed.

Discussions regarding indireet project impacts on biological resources, including
resources in nearby public lands, open space, adjacent natural habitats, riparian
ecosystems, and any designated and/or proposed NCCP reserve lands. Impacts on, and
maintenance of, wildlife comdor'movement areas, including access to undisturbed
habitats in adjacent areas, should be fully evaluated and provided. A discussion of
potential adverse impacts from lighting, noise, human activity, exotic species, and
drainage. The latter subject should address: project-related changes on drainage patterns
on and downstream of the project site; the volume, velocity, and frequency of existing
and post-project surface flows; polluted runoff; soil erosion and/or sedimentation in
streams and water bodies; and post-project fate of runoff from the project site.

Discussions regarding possible conflicts resulting from wildlife-human interactions at
the interface between the development project and natural habitats. The zoning of areas
for development projects or other uses that are nearby or adjacent to natural areas may
inadvertently contribute to wildlife-human interactions.

An analysis of cumulative effects, as described under CEQA Guidelines, Section 15130,
General and specific plans, and past, present, and anticipated future projects, should be
analyzed concerning their impacts on similar plant communities and wildlife habitats.

If applicable, an analysis of the effect that the project may have on completion and
implementation of regional and/or subregional conservation programs. Under Section

5-58
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Ms. Tina Robinson
March 12, 2002
Page 4

2800 through Section 2840 of the Fish and Game Code, the Department, through the
NCCP program, is coordinating with local jurisdictions, landowners, and the Federal
Government to preserve local and regional biological diversity. Coastal sage scrub is
the first natural community to be planned for under the NCCP program. The
Department recommends that the Lead Agency ensure that the development of this and
other proposed projects do not preclude long-term preserve planning options and that
prajects conform with other requirements of the NCCP program. Jurisdictions
participating in the NCCP program should assess specific projects for consistency with
the NCCP Conservation Guidelines. Additionally, the jurisdictions should quantify and
qualify: 1) the amount of coastal sage scrub within their boundaries; 2) the acreage of
coastal sage scrub habitat removed by individual projects; and 3) any acreage set aside
for mitigation. This information should be kept in an vpdated ledger system.

4. Mitigation measures for adverse project-related impacts on sensitive plants, animals, and
habitats. Measures to fully avoid and otherwise protect Rare Natural Communities
{Attachment 2) from project-related impacts, The Department considers these communities
as threatened habitats having both regional and local significance.

Mitigation measures should emphasize avoidance, and where avoidance is infeasible,
reduction of project impacts. For unavoidable impacis, off-site mitigation through
acquisition and preservation in perpetuity of the affected habitats should be addressed. The
Department generally does not support the use of relocation, salvage, and/or transplantation
as mitigation for impacts on rare, threatened, or endangered species. Studies have shown
that these efforts are experimental in nature and largely unsuccessful.

This discussion should include measures to perpetually protect the targeted habitat values
where preservation and/or restoration is proposed. The objective should be to offset the
project-induced gualitative and quantitative losses of wildlife habitat values. Issues that
should be addressed include restrictions on access, proposed land dedications, monitoring
and management programs, control of illegal dumping, water pollution, increased human
intrusion, etc. Plans for restoration and revegetation should be prepared by persons with
expertise in southern California ecosystems and native plant revegetation techniques. Each
plan should include, at & minimum: (a) the location of the mitigation site; (b) the plant
species to be used; (¢) a schematic depicting the mitigation area; (d) time of year that
planting will occur; (&) a deseription of the irrigation methodology; (f) measures to control
exotic vegetation on site; (g) success criteria; (h) a detailed monitoring program; (i)
contingency measures should the success criteria not be met; and (j) identification of the
entity(ies) that will guarantee achieving the success criteria and provide for conservation of
the mitigation site in perpetuity.

Mitigation measures (o alleviate indirect project impacts on biological resources must be
included, including measures to minimize changes in the hydrologic regimes on site, and

5 APPENDICIES 5-59



Ms. Tina Robinson
March 12, 2002
Page 5

means to convey runoff without damaging biological resources, including the morphology
of on-site and downstream habitats.

5.  Descriptions and analyses of a range of alternatives to ensure that alternatives to the
proposed project are fully considered and evaluated. The analyses must include alternatives
that avoid or otherwise reduce impacts to sensitive biological resources. Specific
alternative locations should be evaluated in areas of lower resource sensitivity where
appropriate.

The Department has responsibility for the conservation of wetland and riparian habitats. [t is
the policy of the Depariment to strongly discourage development in or conversion of wetlands.
We oppose any development or conversion which would result in a reduction of wetland acreage
or wetland habitat values, unless, at a minimum, project mitigation assures there will be “no net
loss™ of either wetland habitat values or acreage. Development and conversion include but are
not limited to conversion to subsurface drains, placement of fill or building of structures within
the wetland, and channelization or removal of materials from the streambed. All wetlands and
watercourses, whether intérmittent or perénnial, should be retained and provided with substantial
setbacks which preserve the riparian and aquatic values and maintain their value w0 on-site and
off-site wildlife populations.

If appropriate, a jurisdictional delineation of lakes, streams, and associated riparian habitats
should be included in the EIR, including a wetland delineation pursuant to the U.S, Fish and
Wildlife Service definition (Cowardin 1979) adopted by the Department. Please note that
wetland and riparian habitats subject to the Department's authority may extend beyond the
junisdictional limits of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

Future construction projects in the Anza Borrego Desert may require a Streambed
Alteration Agreement (SAA) from the Department under Fish and Game Code Section 1600 er.
seg. The Department would like 1o discuss with the Depantment of Parks and Recreation the
possibility of developing a master SAA for all projects within the State Park that would divert,
obstruct, or affect the natural flow or change the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or
lake.

The Department appreciates the opportunity to comment on this NOP. Please contact Libby
Lucas of the Department at (858) 467-4230 if vou have any questions or comments concerning
this letter.

Sincerely,

I ¥

William E. Tippets
Environmental Program Manager

5-60 5 APPENDICIES



Ms. Tina Robinson
March 12, 2002
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Guidelines for Assess ingﬂm'Eﬂbmufl?mpuﬂedEmjmmRm.Ihmmmd,aﬂd
Endangered Plants and Natural Communities -
Stats of Californls
THE RESOURCES AGENCY
Depariment of Fish and Game
December 8, 1983
Revissd May §, 2000

The following recommendations are intended ta help those who prepare and review environmesta)
documents detenmine when a botanical survey is needed, who should be considered qualified to conduct
such surveys, how field surveys should be conducted, and what information should be contained in the
survey report. The Department may recommend that lead agencies not accept the results of surveys that are
not conducted acconding to these guidelines.

I. Bolanical surveys are conducted in order 1o determing e euvirownental effects of proposed projects oq all
uu,ﬂr:umud,mﬂmd-mmd plants and plant communities. Rare, threatensd, and endangered plants are nod
necessarily limited to those species which have been "listed” by state wnd federal sgencies but should fnchude
any specics that, based on all available data, can be ghown ta be rare, threatened, and/or endangered under the
following definitions:

ﬁmﬂ&qnﬁwﬁdﬂhumﬂﬂmhhﬁnwni'mmnpmﬂfﬂn survival and reproduction are
in immediate jeopardy from one or more causes, including loss of habilat, change in habitat, over-explaitstion,
mmmm.am:hwm it is likely to become endangered in the
foresceable Riture in the absence of protection measures. A plant is "rare™ when, althouph not presently
threatened with extinction, the specics, subspecies, or variety is found in such small numbers throughout jts
mange that it may be endangered il its cavironment worsens.

Rare patural communities are those communities that are of highly limited distribution. These communities ey
or may nof contain rare, threatened, or endangered specics. The most current version of the California Natural
Diversity Database's List of California Terrestrial Natural Communities may be veed a3 & guide to the names and
slatys of communitics,

2. Kisapproposie to conduct a botanical field survey to determine if, or to the extent that, rare, threateged, or
endangered plants will be affected by a proposed project when:

8. Natural vegetation occurs on the site, it is unknown if rare, threatened, or endangered plants or habitats occur
on the site, and the project has the potential for direct or indirect effects on vepelation; or

b. Rare plants have historically been identified on the project site, but adequate infermation for impact
assessment is lacking, '

3. Botanical consultanis should possess the following qualifications:

a. Expericace conducting floristic ficld surveys;

b. Knowledge of plant taxonomy and plant commanity ecalogy;

. Familiarity with the plants of the ared, including rare, tareatened, and endangered species;

d. Familiarity with the appropriate state and federal statutes related to plants and plant collecting; and,
¢. Experience with analyzing impacts of development on native plant species and communities.

. Field surveys should be conducted in 2 manner that will locate any rare, threatened, or endangered species that
may be present. Specifically, rare, dreatened, or endangered plant surveys should be:

& Conducted in the field at the proper time of year when rare, threatened, or endangered epecies are bath
evident and ideotifiable. Usually, this is when the plants are Nowering.

m
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Whea ture, thredteasd, or eadsngered plants are known to ecsur in (he Gype(s) of habilst presect in the prgject ares,
nearby accessible ocourrences of he plants (reference sites) should be observed to defermine that the species are
idectifisble at the time of the suovey.

b. Floristic in nature, A forstic survey requinss that every plant observed be ideatified to the extent
to determine its racity and listing status. Lo addition, a sufficient number of visils spaced throughout the
growing season are necessary (o accurately determing what plants exist on the site. In arder to propecly
characterize the sile and docurent the completensss of the survey, a complete list of plants observed on the
site should be included in every botanical survey report.

c. Conducted in a manner that is consistent with conservation ethics. Collections (voucher specimens) of rare,
threatened, or endangered species, or suspected rare, hrestened, or endangered specics should be made only
when such actions would not jeopardize (he continued existence of the population and in acooedance with
applicable state and federal pevmit roquirements, A collecting permit from the Habitat Conservation Planning
Branch of DFG is required for collection of state-listed plant spesies. Voucher specimens should be
deposited at recognized public hecbaria for future reference. Photography should be used 1o document plant
identification and habitat whenever possible, but egpecially when the population cannot withstand collection
of voucher specimens.

d. Conducted using systematic ficld techniques in all habitats of the site o ensure » thoraugh coverage of
potential impact arcas.
e. Well documenied. When a rare, threatened, or endangersd plant {or rare plant community) is located, a
California Mative Species (or Community) Field Sarvey Form or equivalent writlen form, accompanied by 2
copy of the appeopeiste portion of a 7.5 minute topographic map with the occurrence mapped, should be
and subsmitted 1o the Natucal Diversity Database. Locations may be best documented wsing plobal
positicaing systems (GPS) and presented in map and digital forms as these tools become more accessible.

&

5, Reports of botanical fisld surveys should be incheded in or with eavironmental asseasments, negative
declarations and mitigated negative declarations, Timber Harvesting Plans (THPs), EIR's, and EIS's, and should
contain the following information:

a. Project description, including a detailed map of the project focation and study area. .

b. A written description of biolopical setting referencing the community nomenclsture used and 2 vegetation
map.

c. Detailed description of survey methodology. 2

d. Dates of ficld surveys and total person-hours spent on FUrVEYE.

e. Results of field survey including detailed maps uﬁq:nﬁﬁclﬂnthﬂﬁhﬁuuﬁiphulm!nﬁuuﬁmui
Investigatoes are encouraged to provide GPS data and maps documenting population boundaries. ]

{ An assessment of polential impacts. This should include a map showing the disiribution of plants in relation
to proposed activities. - _

g. Discussion of the significance of rare, threstened, or endanpgered plant populations in the project area
considering nearby populations and total species distribution. .

h. Recommended measures to avoid impacts. :

L Alist of all plants observed on the project area. Plants should be identified to the taxonomic level necessary
o delermine whether or not they are rare, threatened or endangered.

j. Descriplion of reference site(s) visited and phenolopical development of rare, threatened, or codangered

£).

k. Copies of all California Native Species Field Survey Forms or Natural Community Field Survey Forms.

[, Mame of feld imvestigator(s).

j. Beferences cited, parsons contacted, berbaria visited, and the location of vouchet specimens. -
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ATTACHMENT 2

Sensltivity of Top Priority Rare Matural
Communities in Southern California

Sensitivity rankings are determined by the Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity
[Data Base nnd based on either number of known occurrences (locations) and/or amount of habitat
remaining {acreage). The thres rankings wsed for these top priority rare naturn] communitics are as
follows:

518 Fewerthan & known locations andios oa fewer than 2,000 acres of habitsl remaining.
S2.4 Occurs in 620 known becations and’or 2,000- 10,000 acres of habitat remaining.
834 Occurs in 21-100-known locations andlor 10,0600-30,000 acres of habitat remaining,

The number to the right of the decimal point after the ranking refers to the degree of threat posed to that
nmatural community regacdless of the ranking. For example:

§1.1 = very threatened
g-%-lhmﬂmd
< = Do cument threats known

Sensitivity Rankings (February 1992)
Bank Community Mame

1.1 Muojave Riparian Forest
Sonoran Cottonwood Willow Riparian
Mesquite Bosgue
Elephant Tree Woodland
Crucifixion Thom Woodland
Adlthorn Woodland
Avrizonan Woodland
Southern Califormia Walnut Forest
Mainland Chesryv Forest
Southern Bishop Pine Forest
Torrey Pine Forest
Desert Mountain White Fir Forest
Southern Dune Scrub
Southern Coastal Bluff Scrub
Maritioie Succulent Scrub
Riversidean Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub
Southem Maritime Chaparral
Valley Meedlegrass Grassland
Great Bosin Girsssland
Muojave Desert Grussland
Pebble Plains

Southem Sedge Bog
Cismontane Alkali Marsh
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512

511

822

523

Southem Foredunes
Mono Pumice Flat
Southern Intericr Basalt Flow Vemnl Pool

Wenturan Coastal Sage Scrub

Diegan Copstal Sage Serub

Riversidean Upland Coastal Sape Scrub
Riversidean Desert Sage Scrub
Sapchrush Steppe

Desert Sink Scrub

Mafic Southern Mixed Chaparral

San Diego Mesa Hardpan Vernal Pool
San Diego Mesa Claypan Vemal Pool
Alkali Mendow

Southern Coastal Salt Marsh

Constal Brackish Margh

Tranemontane Alkali Marsh

Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh
Southern Arroyo Willow Riparian Forest
Sowthern Willow Scrub

Modoc-Great Basin Cottonwood Willow Riparian
Modoc-Great Basin Riparian Scrub
Mejave Desert Wash Scrub
Engelmann Oak Woodkand

Open Engelmann Oak Woodland
Closed Engelmann Ouk Woodland
Island Crak Woodland

California Walmt Woodland

Iskand lronwood Forest

Iskand Chesry Forest

Sowthern Interior Cypress Forest

Bigeone Spruce-Canyon Crak Fosest

Active Coastal Dupes

Agtive Desert Dunes

Stabilized and Partially Stabilized Desert Dunes
Stabilized and Partially Stabilized Desert Sandfield
Maojave Mixed Steppe

Transmontane Freshwater Marsh

Coulter Pine Forest

Southem California Fellfield

White Mountains Fellfield

Bristlecons Pime Forest
Limbser Pine Fonast
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